
Have you ever wondered why we celebrate Woman’s Day on the 9th 

August in South Africa? 

It has nothing to do with honouring women just because we need another “Mother’s 

Day”, this day commemorates the 9 August 1956 when women participating in a national 

march petitioned against pass laws … ( “pass laws” were legislation that required Black 

African persons to carry a document on them to „prove‟ that they were allowed to enter a 

„White African area‟ during the Apartheid regime).  

 

On this day in 1956, over 20 000 women of all races and ages from every corner of South 

Africa marched together towards the Union Buildings in Pretoria. These brave women 

were marching in protest against the pass laws that proposed even further restrictions on 

the movements of women. 

Organised by the Federation of South African Women, the March delivered petitions to 

Prime Minister JG Strijdom’s office within the Union Buildings in Pretoria. Women 

throughout South Africa had put their names to these petitions indicating their anger and 

frustration at having their freedom of movement restricted by the hated official passes. 

To conclude the Women’s March the women sang freedom songs, however, the song that 

became the anthem of the march was “Wathint’ abafazi, Strijdom!” 

Wathint’ abafazi,  

wathint’ imbokodo,  

uza kufa! 

When you strike the women,  

you strike a rock,  

you will be crushed [you will die]! 



 

 

The march was a resounding success and South Africa recognises the bravery of these 

women who risked arrest, detention and banning by declaring 9 August National 

Women’s Day. 

In following this legacy Habitat for Humanity South Africa recognizes the fundamental 

role that Women play in the impoverished societies in South Africa. In the communities 

that work in Women are seen as the prevalent custodians of families and form the driving 

force behind the improvement of social standards and the fight against crime. Habitat for 

Humanity South Africa therefore takes this opportunity to recognize the role that Women 

play in our developing society by recognizing Female Headed households that are 

prepared to partner with us to take responsibility for the housing needs within their 

communities.  

 



Our aim is to identify 45 female headed households that are living in poverty shelters 

and, with your assistance, reestablish their sense of family respect, dignity and purpose.  

Habitat for humanity South Africa would like to issue a challenge to all Corporates, 

Individuals and Groups to donate time and money in assisting us to carry on the legacy of 

the brave women of 1956 and make a change in society in 2011. 

 

For more information as to how you could become involved, please contact Peter Francis 

on (+27) 21 657 5640 or peter@habitat.org.za   
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